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giving any definite answer — but repeated that( he was the first
gentleman he had seen — certainly the first English gentleman
of his day; — there was something about him which, independ-
ently of the prestige, the " divinity, which hedges a King,"
marked him as standing entirely by himself; but as to his abil-
ities, spoken of as distinct from his charming manners, how
could any one form a fair judgment of that man who introduced
whatever subject he chose, disdussed it just as long as he chose,
and dismissed it when he chose ?' "
Ballantyne adds: —
" What I have now to say is more important, not only in
itself, but as it will enable you to give a final contradiction to
an injurious report which has been in circulation; namely, that
the Eegent asked him as to the authorship of Waverley, and
received a distinct and solemn denial. I took the bold freedom
of requesting to Isnowfrom Mm whether Ms Royal Highness
had questioned him on that subject, and what had been Ms an-
swer. He glanced at me with a look of mild surprise, and
said, 'What answer I might have made to such a question,
put to me by my Sovereign, perhaps I do not, or rather perhaps
I do know; but I was never put to the test. He is far too
well-bred a man ever to put so ill-bred a question.' "
The account I have already given of the convivial scene
alluded to would probably have been sufficient; but it
can do no harm to place Ballantyne's, or rather Scott's
own testimony, also on record.
I ought not to have omitted, that during Scott's resi-
dence in London, in April, 1815, he lost one of the
English friends, to a meeting with whom he had looked
forward with the highest pleasure. Mr. George Ellis
died on the 15th of that month, at his seat of Sunning
Hill. This threw a cloud over what would otherwise
have been a period of unmixed enjoyment. Mr, Can-
ning penned the epitaph for that dearest of his friends,
but he submitted it to Scott's consideration before it was
engraved.

